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A LIS T of the annual Amount of this Charity, as com. 
plete as could be procured, commmencing with 1721, 
By which will be perceived, how much in general the 
Charity has creaſed from the Approbation and Bounty 

of the Public, and which, it is hoped, it will continue to 
do, ſo as to equal the Wants of thoſe whom it was cal. 
culated to provide for. 1 44 


3 
1721 330 
1722 328 
6 382 
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N. B. The whole Money collected on this Occaſion, is 
diſpoſed of by the Stewards within the Year, in placing 
out the Children of poor Clergymen Apprentices: 
Whereby Eorty-eight were provided for in the Courſe 
RET TE. EE. 


ace e, 


DISTRIBUTION WAS MADE UNTO EVERY MAN 
ACCORDING as HE HAD NEED. 


21 T 58 2 Hiſtorian here repreſents it, affords a 
SIR ſtriking proof of that influence, which Cuz1s- 
1 TIANITY had already obtained over the minds 
of Mankind. For the multitude of them who believed 
were of one Heart and of one Soul; neither ſaid any of 
them that aught of the things he poſſeſſed was his own, 
but they had all things common.“ | 


© 


UNIvERSAL pms, thus ſupported by mutual affec- 
tion, is indeed a characteriſtic, which at once diſcovers ex- 
cellence of principle and goodneſs of heart: and, whatever 
the Pythagorean School might boaſt, or any peculiar Sect 

= "FS of 
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of old pretend to, it would perhaps be in vain to ſearch for 
an inſtance of conduct fo ad mirably regulated as this was, 
until the Sun or RicuTEousNEss had enlightened the mo- 
Fal world, difpetted by his ſovereign power the clouds of 
gentile darkneſs, and overcome that partiality, which was 
the effect of Jewiſh prej judice, and a reproach to 1 : 
Jewiſh polity. 


Ar this glorious period, when the Kixonom or Hrza- 
VEN was opened to Believers, and Religion diſplayed itſelf 
in the fulneſs of its divine charms, -whea every part of duty 
was illuſtrated and enforced, and a perfection of practice 
had been exemplified in the Son of Gop, ſomething more 
than what had hitherto been done was to be expected from 
the ſons of men ; and eſpecially, as it concerned them to 
provide for each others happineſs upon the moſt enlarged 
Plan of benevolence, mercy, and love, What therefore 
could be more ſuitable than the conduct of theſe early 
diſciples, under circumſtances ſo pectilarly affecting as 
theirs were? Or how could they have given better proot 
either of religious temper or rational prudence, than by 
throwing their property into a common ſtock, and ſo 
making proviſion as well for approaching diſtreſs, as for 
preſent neceſſity? It was, indiſputably, their duty, and, 
apparently, their intereſt, that they ſhould at that time 
thus © conſider one another,” and, with a zeal adapted 
to their ſituation, © provoke unto good works.” 


Tnar 
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TAT which was right and laudable in them, muſt, al- 
lowance being made for difference of ciroumſtances, con- 
tinue to be ſo to the end of the world; for, ſince we are 
not to expect any new ” diſpenſation of Righteouſneſs, 
we muſt be fully affured of the unalterable obligations 
 acifing from that, by which we profeſs to regulate our 
conduct here, and through which we are encouraged to 
age for the reward of obedience hereafter, 


Tun Queſtion 1 en t to be, with 2 view to | the de- 
ſign of our preſent meeting, how we may beſt improve the 
memorable Example of our predeceſſors in the Chriſtian 
faith; how we may moſt profitably. acquit ourſelves as the 
advocates: and friends of true Religion; and what regard 
we ſhould difcover to the relatives of them, who, when 
on earth, were engaged in the moſt honourable employs 
ment, were the Miniſters and Embaſſadors of Cuz1sT, and 
Stewards of the n of Gp? Fo Tone 


Tas Queſtion I hall thin; Rom ſuch confidera- 
tions as now offer themſelves; to reſolve: and enforce, 


IT is far from being matter of aſtoniſhment that the firſt 
converts' to the Chriſtian Religion; who muſt have had 
the glorious example of its Author freſh upon their thinds, 
ſhould be earneſt to diſplay, in their imitation, that part 
of moral excellence, by which He was in an utpiralleled 


manner diſtinguiſhed, Their having been themſtlves eye- 
B 2 _ witneſſes 
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witneſſes of his tranſcendent goodneſs, or being aſſured of 
it by quick tradition from thoſe who were ſo, muſt have 
added ſome weight even to the beſt precepts, and would 
naturally prompt them to a compliance with whatever 
charity might dictate, or duty command. And, indeed, 

if any advantage could be derived from a circumſtance 
like this, it ſeems quite agreeable to the Providence of God 
that it ſhould be ſo to them, who were ſurrounded by diſ- 
couragements, had the moſt alarming difficulties to en- 
counter, and therefore wanted every aſſiſtance which might 
contribute to their ſupport. But, however this was, moſt 
certain it is, their enemies being judges *, that Love was 
the diſtinguiſhing mark of their diſcipleſhip; and, under 
all the prejudices of a corrupt world, acknowledged with 
wonder to be ſo. This virtue, then ſo prevalent, is far 
from being confined to times or ſeaſons, there being al- 
ways need enough of its free and extenſive exertion. The 
wants, and calamities, and various exigencies of man- 
kind, are continually calling for aſſiſtance and relief; and 
theſe the Goſpel, with an energy peculiar to itſelf, en- 
joineth us to ſupply, excluding no caſe, nor object, to 
which our ability reaches, and where it can be effeQually 


employed. For our r benevolence muſt not, be limited, but 
8 


* Even Julian, whilſt he ſpeaks of the Chriſtians in terms of Re- 
proach, bears this honourable teſtimony to their practice: Tyepeo3 04. e 


og Tannaio wp» rug rauTay x TE; nfilipug. | 
Ep. 49. ad Arſac. Pontif. Galat. 


And Lucian ſpeaks thus: 5 Nowebiln; ö 0 fe ru Guo Ws INDO) wales: u 
a De Morte Peregrin. 
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comprehenſive; neither checked by the frowardneſs of paſ- 
as nor narrowed into'the ſmall circle of ſelfiſh connec- 
tions; but raiſed and expanded to the utmoſt extent of hu- | 
man wants on the one hand, and human power on the 
other. All which is, in the chriſtian ethics, enforced up- 
on this moſt animating conſideration, that God, in the 
manifeſtation of his loving-kindneſs, is good to all his 
creatures; and that we therefore, whoſe Religion conſiſts 
in the imitation of his moral attributes, ſhould be 3 fol- 
« lowers of HiM as dear children, and, according to our 
capacity, © be merciful as He is merciful.” So very in- 
tent is our heavenly Inſtructor upon this moſt eſſential 
point, that He not only aims at eſtabliſhing our benevo- 
lence upon the wideſt bottom, but He gives it the fulleſt 
and freeſt ſcope, removin g every obſtacle which might 
be apt to e in oppoſition to the ſocial intereſts of 
| mankind. 1 


ONE 3 a it hardly poſſible that a plan of con- 
duct ſo excellent as this is ſhould be found fault with; 
but yet ſophiſtical cavillers have condemned Chriſtianity, 
as not eſpouſing the cauſe of friendſhip. With how little 
reaſon they have done fo its own precepts. will beſt deter- 
mine; which do manifeſtly come in aid of © every ” be- 
nevolent tendency, © whatever ” be its object, and re- 
commend, upon motives and ſanctions the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt venerable, a diſpoſition in © all ” relations. of life 
to cultivate, to confirm, to adorn it. For, however un- 

| bounded: 
* Eph. v. I. M. i 28 Oed. + Luke vi. . 


jects of regard; who have, by virtue of their own good 


title to our compaſſion. 


Chriſtians, though taught to act under the influence of 


© eſpecial ” manner to © them who are of the houſhold 
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bounded that inclination to loving-kindneſs may be, Which 
is moſt perfective of the chriſtian character, ſo conſtitutei 
is the world we lrve in, and ſuch are our different con- 
nections, and the duties reſpectiwely reſulting from theſe, 
that the obligation under © fome cireumſtances is much 
greater than it can be under © others; as, where the dif. 
treſſes of mankind are more than commonly urgent, and 
their claim to our affiftanee is founded in pretenſions which 
nature, reaſon, and religion, do all conſpire to juſtify 
and maintain. And therefore a forward, impetnons, un- 
diſcerning zeal, in the difplay of this-principle, is far from 
being laudable, or, for the moſt part, beneficial. - For, 
however it may become us to wiſh, and contribute-to, the 
good of all ” men, it can never be right to © caſt our 
ce bread upon the waters * in an indiſcriminate: manner, 
leſt liberality itſelf ſhould degenerate into a fault, and by 
a profuſe kind of generoſity to them who are © leaſt” fo, 
we put it out of our power ta be kind to thoſe who are 
e moſt ” deſerving; to thoſe, who are the moſt pitiable ob- 


qualities, their affinity, and their wants, an extraordinary 


IT is not therefore without the ſtrifteſt propriety” that 
univerſal good affection, are directed to ſhew it in a more 


« of 


* Eccleſ, xi. 1 
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« of faith.” A diſtinction, which will ever carry in it its 
own reaſon. And therefore the primtive converts did, by 
a due regard to ſo. juſt a preference, greatly contribute not 
only to the comfort of individuals, * alſb to the ad- 
e * _ common — 


| Ir oh with ata Church of Chil for a ung a of 
time, as it had before fared with its divine Founder; op- 
preſſion and perſecution. attended cloſely upon its mem- 
bers; and they efpecially, who taught its doctrines, and 
were the moſt aſſiduous Advocates for its eſtabliſhment, 
met with: every penal infliction, which malevolence could 
contrive or cruelty execute, thus - fulfilling the word of 
their Maſter's teſtimony, by being brought before 
„ Rulers and Kings, and, whilſt they ſuffered and died 
for the truth of his. Religion, making that truth more 
conſpicuous to the world: till, at length, the civil power, 
awakened by the voice of Heaven, overcome by the viſible 
excellence of its principles, and charmed into mildneſs by 
that temper with which its Votaries were inſpired, gave 
Chriſtianity refuge under the ſhadow of its wings. —A 
change moſt evidently tending to the propagation and 
ſupport of the Goſpel, and full of encouragement to them 
who embraced it. But then, not ſo ſteady in the diſpenſa- 
tion of its favours, as always to be depended upon for 
« protection;ꝰ and much leſs for a ſupply ” to thoſe 


* labourers, who were ſent forth by the Lord of the Har- 
cc. v eſt. I9? 


Mark xiii. . 
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cc nen . — [1 this. inſtance the Providence of God, as 
at generally does, proceeded in a gradual way; and the 


this moſt important purpoſe ; but not ſo, as to preclude all 


Religion from uſurpation and idolatry, and, by purging | 


more the Chriſtian Religion grew into alliance with the 
powers in being, the more the kingdoms of this world 
became the kingdoms of God and his Chriſt +, the more 
apparent was the neceſſity of providing for the ſupport of 
them, whoſe province it was to miniſter in holy thingy, 
And, accordingly, ſome proviſion was univerſally made for 


want of farther aſſiſtance ;” which might become neceſſary 
by the change of times, by alterations of government, 
by the different diſpoſitions of men, or by the abuſes and 
corruptions of a itſelf. | 


In this reſpect we have had full experience ; whoſe Fore- 
fathers, whilſt they nobly contended for light and liberty 
in oppoſition to darkneſs and bondage, whilſt they reſcued 


it from ſuperſtitious pollutions, reſtored it to a ſtate of 
purity, were yet ſadly inattentive to the care and ſubſiſt- 
ence of them, by whom it was to be preſerved in this ſtate, 
and without whoſe vigilance and activity there was littk 
hope that it could long continue undefiled. 


| How far the Preachers of Righteouſneſs have ſucceſsfully 
acquitted themſelves in this moſt important work, how far 
they have been © inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon | — 
how 


Matt. ix. 38. 24 Rev, ili. 15. t 2 Tim. iv. 2. 
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how watchful to prevent the enemy from ſowing his tares, 
how induſtrious when ſown to root them up, and how 
vigorouſly exerting themſelves, as it is to hoped they © al- 
« ways” will *, in the cauſe of proteſtantiſm and of truth, 
facrificing to theſe even life itſelf, let the annals of time 
declare! In which this Iſland ſtands peculiarly marked as 
the happy ſeat of rational liberty and pure Religion. And 
yet how they, who were the trueſt friends to both, have 
been rewarded, the cries of their orphans, and the tears 
of their widows, may beſt expreſs. 


CELIBACY in the clerical order, not the leaſt error, nor 
the leaſt evil in the papal ſyſtem, was, at the glorious zra 
of the reformation, juſtly exploded as an innovation 
equally unreaſonable and unſeriptural. And that inſtitu- 
tion of God, which had been declared to be honourable 
© in all +,” was countenanced and maintained as an uni- 
verſal privilege, from which there could be no exemption. 


Wrzn this was done, and matters relative to Religion 
were put upon a new plan, it ſhould ſeem to be a moſt 
natural act to provide for the ſubſiſtence of © a married 

. C DL TRIO clergy ; 


* IT is ſuggeſted by a late writer that the Church of England hankers 
after Romiſh Superſtition. The contrary ſeems notorious from the Con- 
duct of her Clergy: who, to uſe the words of his very able Anſwerer, 
abhor Popery and ſpiritual Tyranny, and heartily approve the toleration 
of proteſtant Diſſenters, towards whom their diſpoſitions are “ entirely 
Charitable,” Firſt Letter in anſwer to the Confeſſional, with remarks 
on the preface, p. 23. | 


(c 


+ Heb, xiii. 4. 
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clergy ; who ought to have been conſidered not only as 
meriting a reward for the ſtations they fill, but as bene. 
factors to the community in a ſocial and civil view. This 
however was moſt unhappily neglected ; and the negleqt 
has, in conſequence, been productive of miſchiefs, which 


we at preſent ſeverely feel, and which our 0 ere 
will probably lament “. | 


Taz exorbitant gratification of avarice and ambition, by 

a perverſion of right, and a proſtitution of power, occaſioned 
the oppreſlive alienation of Church revenues; and they, 
who ſhould have been its protectors, not content with aboliſh- 
ing encroachments, and putting a ſtop to abuſes, ſtripped 
it in a great meaſure of its juſt and neceſſary ſupport, and 
left them eſpecially, whoſe © labours are moſt abundant +, 
expoſed to indigence and diſtreſs. The complaints before 
made by the parochial clergy againſt their monkiſh taſk- 
maſters, when ſuperſtition maintained its baneful influence, 
became now more urgent againſt their proteſtant ſuccel- 
ſors, who, with a cruelty like that of the Egyptian King, 
required brick without ſtraw ; and, whilſt a change of 
circum- 


* Ax the diſfolution of monaſteries by 8 27 - Shs VIII. c. 28, 
and 31 Hen. VIII. c. 13. the appropriations of the ſeveral parſonages, 
which belonged to thoſe refpective religious houſes (amounting to more 
than one third of all the pariſhes in England) would have been by common 
law diſappropriated, had not a clauſe in thoſe ſtatutes intervened to give 


them to the King, in as ample a manner as they were held by the Ab- | 


pots before the diſſolution. Blackſtone's Comment. B. i. p. 374. 


Tx effects are too well known, It is remarkable that moſt of our | 


market-towns, and many of our populous villages, are moſt deſtitute ol 
proper maintenance for a miniſter. 


„ . 
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circumſtances introduced an increaſe of wants, cut off 
that ſupply, the failure of which has reduced many of our 
clergy to a ſituation reſembling what the Apoſtle A 
0 being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented . 


TLrrrrE was left to ſuch poor e for ſubſiſtence; 
and that little ſo precarious, and often difficult to be ob- 
tained, that it has continually ſubjected them to impoſition 
and loſs, and left them to this ſad alternative, either of 
defending their rights by law, or quietly ſubmitting to 
artifice and fraud. To ſay, as ſome are apt, that, how- 
ever bare the ſubſiſtence of the poorer clergy may be, ample 
proviſion 15 made for that of others, and that there ſhould 
have been, out of this,” a diſtribution to every man 
« according as he had need,” may be ſpeaking ſome reaſon, 
but no comfort. This ſuggeſtion will, however, if ex- 
amined, be found leſs weighty than it at firſt appears: be- 

cauſe, upon calculation, ſo far as this can with any accu- 
' racy be made, the whole would, when equally divided, be 
but an incompetent proviſion for the ſupport of that cha- 
racter which men in ſuch ſtations ſhould be enabled to pre- 
ſerve T. Indeed, to talk of mere ideal ſchemes, which 


* Heb, xi. . 

+ A Vicar has generally an appropriator over him, entitled to the 
beſt part of the profits, thoſe aſſigned to the Vicar being moſtly ſuch as 
the appropriators found it moſ troubleſome to collect. Blackſtone, ibid. 
In ſome inſtances the lay impropriator has the whole emoluments, and 
the officiating miniſter's ſtipend is diſcretionary. 

Six thouſand of the Clergy, the greater part of the whole body, 
appeared in parliament, the beginning of the preſent Century, to have 
at 


C2 | either 


2 
— 
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either are not practicable, or, if practicable, would not 
bring adequate ſuccour, is but to taunt at misfortune, and 
to trifle with diſtreſs. It is ſaying to the naked and deſti. 
e tute, be ye warmed and be ye filled *, without provid. 
ing the means of relief. But true charity is an active ſpirit, 
and will not reſt in fruitleſs ſpeculations. This we have 
ſcen happily exemplified in the countenance given to our 
own cauſe by almoſt every rank of men. A century hath 
now nearly elapſed ſince it fell under royal notice, and we 
muſt, with fervent gratitude, recollect that peculiarly boun- 
tiful Benefactreſs, whoſe auſpicious attention hath in many 
inſtances produced ſome degree of good. How earneſtly is 
it to be wiſhed that the pious imitation of others would 
make way for a quicker and more ample application of the 
fame moſt noble expedient +. A wiſh, which cannot but 
appear to be as reaſonable as it is affectionate, if enquiry is 
made into the ſcanty maintenance of a very large part of 
the 


at a middle rate, one with another, not 50 l. a year. Phileleuth. Lipſ. 
p. 150.—This may well be conceived, when, by a computation made up- 
on the return of ſmall benefices to be diſcharged from firſt-fruits and 
tenths, it appeared there were, under 501. a year 3826, a large num- 
ber of theſe not 201. and under 801. a year 5081; of 801. and upwards 
only 5000. 
* James 11, 16. 
+ PERHAPS it is not enough known that, beſides augmentation by lot, 
all Livings under 451. a year may receive, upon application to the Trul- 
tees of Queen Anne's bounty, 2001. if through the generoſity of private 
benefactors two more can be produced; which, though the money can- 
not now be laid out to ſo good advantage as formerly, would in numerous 
inſtances be found a moſt comfortable addition. Whatever infinuations 
may have been thrown out as if this charitable proviſion was not duly ap- 
plied, they will upon proper Enquiry be found to be falſe. 
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the Clergy; many of whoſe incomes do not amount to 
twenty pounds a year. To which may be added the very 
deplorable caſe of them, who, having warred a good war- 
fare through the vigour of life, at laſt ſink under the bur- 
then of age, with ſcarce enough to give comfort to the de- 
cays of nature, and yet are obliged to provide by another 
for the occupation of talents, which themſelves are unable 
any longer to employ. What proviſion can perſons thus 
circumſtanced make for dependents, or, we may rather aſk, 
how can they fupport themſelves? It is no wonder if, in 
caſes like theſe, diſtreſs overwhelms the family before 
death removes its head *. But, not to dwell on ſuch in- 
| ſtances, is it to be imagined that they, whoſe appointments 

are in ſome degree better, ſhould be able to guard fully 
againſt the © evil day,” when we recollect the neceſſity they 
are under of making a reputable appearance in life, the 
Expences of a numerous family, the calls they have to com- 
municate to. thoſe who want, and the compliances of a 
tender heart, not only apt to commiſerate the calamities 
of life, but inſpired with an earneſtneſs to relieve them ? 
This is a repreſentation, ſo far from being untrue, that it 
might well be heightened : for there is perhaps no order of. 
men, 
* ca it then with any ſhew of truth be ſaid that the body of the 
Clergy live in a ſtate, of © profligate ſecularity ?” Vet a late Author, re- 
markable for his bold aſſertions, hath: preſumed to ſay this. Ought it 
not in juſtice as well as reaſon rather to be obſerved, that the ſame 
* ordinary abilities,. with leſs expence in qualifying them, would have 
** enabled them to get © five times as much in other employments as they 


** get in general by their ſervices in the Church.” See. the Firſt Letter 
to the Author of the Confeſſional, with remarks on his preface, p. 10. 


— — 2 


EA 


= e 4 „ — = = \ 
2 22 ws. 1 — — = ä — — 
* K - a 7 2 8 1 r — 
r A CO tant" — ——— on 
* — y 2 


5 
8 
; 


© 
25 
1 
R y 
"© 
<4 * 
# 
© = 
F? 
| 

"2 
Ek 
* 
— 


i 
1 
3 
13 
* 

* 
* 


„ e * * 3 


rn 


r 


— 


3 
* 
* r deans, att of © 4 # oops 


theſe as to be inattentive to them, who, by the deciſive 


its aſſaults, —in every reſpect weak and defenceleſs; except 


of the two.—To which we may add, there is no effectual guard againſt 
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men, whoſe beneficence, in proportion to their ability, 3 
more diffuſed ; and they are in general as much attached by 
example, a few unhappy Exceptions allowed for (which are 
always moſt in view *) as they are devoted by profeſſion 
to moral deportment and ſocial love. 


Bur whatever Cenſures may juſtly lie againſt indivi- 
duals, or whatever prejudices may be unwarrantably taken 
up againſt the whole body, none, ſurely, will fo indulge 


ſtroke of the King of terrours, are left to ſtruggle with 
hardſhips, which themſelves had been forward to alleviate 
and remove in others; deprived of huſband, father, friend; — 
the widow overcome with lamentation, in vain wiſhing to 
recall the fond partner of her former ſcenes, though now 
more than ever in want of his counſel, his aſſiſtance, his 
ſympathetic heart ;—the fatherleſs deploring, (if old enough 
to diſcern the woeful change,) the complicated diſtreſs of 
an orphan ſtate, obliged to enter into a perilous world 
without ſkill to direct their own ſteps, or armour to reſiſt 


ſome 


* OFFENCES, when they do come from ſuch a quarter, come it mutt 
be owned with much aggravation, but ſeldom, if ever, ſo as to warrant | 
all the extravagance of Cenſure. “ Charity,” which ſhould cover the 
multitude of fins, may always find room to exert itſelf, and the want of 
it often makes him, who exclaims againſt another, the greater criminal 


Calumny, which, where it cannot find matter of Accuſation, is too apt 
to invent it. 


him, who now *© reſts from his labours.“ 


Ir ſuch complaints as theſe cannot, through unavoid- 
able impediments, be prevented,” certainly they ought 
to be © redreſſed.“ If they, who under the law © waited 
at the altar were partakers with the altar,” and if the 
« Lord hath ordained ” under that better diſpenſation 
e that they who preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the 
« Goſpel;” and yet, notwithſtanding God's manifeſt in- 
tention in their appointment to that holy office, they have, 
many of them, no adequate reward, and cannot there- 
fore provide for their dependents, what is the inference 


objects © have need and ſhutteth up his bowels of com- 
e paſſion, the love of God dwelleth not in him.” For it 
is with love as it is with faith, both muſt be © known by 
« their fruits :” if proper Acts are wanting in proof of its 
prevalence, it is then natural to conclude there is a want of the 
principle itſelf. But in the preſent Caſe there is, upon all 
accounts, an extraordinary claim to the charity of mankind; 
for, if we look upon the Goſpel and its preachers, not only 
as the helpers of mens Joy in reſpect to the glorious expec- 
tation of an after-ſtate, but alſo as providing moſt effec- 
tually for the happineſs of the preſent, can it without great 
ingratitude be ſaid, that Society derives no Benefit from 

hence, 
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ſome perhaps ; that retain the ſacred maxims inſtilled by 


to be made? Is it not this? That whoever ſeeth ſuch | 


_ LE 
+ * 

& 115 
1 
$744 þ 
1 4 . 

. 
4 0 1 
(4 * 1 
L 
94 
4 9 
« 1 
14 
. 5 1 
> 
j 
\ 
-*K 
FS 
bs 4 
2 f 

11 { 
+37 : 
17 4 
*T 
y 0 

*-& 
. . 
"*&4 
- 2 5 
4 4 
6 
HE) 
= 

"$5? 

1 Le 1 
n+. NM 

. 
iq 1 % 
=o £ 
2 % 

=? 

N 

1 
_ -. : »* 

| 4 
* -»4 g 
q 9 
4 3 4 
1 
1 

ONS 
1 

1 3 
- 17%) WER 
5 * x * 

1 * 
= WP 
. 
1 A 
* 12 
2 * 

* 

lie 

* 14 

LR - 

"g 4 
.% 4% 

_ „ * 
. 
2 * 

* 

x 7 5 
1 

. 7 - 

3 2 
4 * 

* 

r 
or” 15 

W351 
Ws 4, : 
oc 5 
, 

U 
1 
: ''Y 
1 4: 

1 
i 
. 
n ; 
ST 
„ 

1 . 

3 . * 

2 — 

al "34 

= 

ty Ce 
bay abt; 

* 

7 FT. 

4 * 
33 
4 + $M 

1 47 

2 * = 

. 

1 1 5 
459 * 
6 2522 
a 1 
_— . . 

1 n 
2. XI. 

77 8 > 

It a 

1 
4c: 3p 

r 

1 
4g : 4 

. 

1 
7 Fe by 

1 

2 YL 18 

* $ 3 

2 * = * 

= {4 

2 1 

1 

©» BE 

BL * 

48 . 
3 + 

1 

. py 30: 

. * #4... 

. > 

ö +; 

n 

50 

« 4: 

1 

r 
"8 

abt +; 

5 kl 

FIRM 

. 8 
3 . 

. 

PE; 

nz 8 

1 5 
1 
1 
. ; 

r 

1 77 1 
5 : 

3 2 

* 44 
Kr 
r 
1 
1 vi 
17 1 25 

1 

b. * di " 

b 4 | 44835 

IP . 

LEES 1 
-> 36 
. 1 
» -£: 
1 
2 
12 
7” 5 
. 
1 
7 - 

5 

13 » 

- * . 

5 

"+ T7 

. #- 

r 
3 

. — wy 7 

11 

| - 

241 

þ > 

1 

1 4 

v4 

1 - 

4.20 

G 1 

= 
z =O 
£4 
*: 
' ' 
[ 
on 5 2 
| * 
. 
=. 4 
TIX: 


* {lt <6 ep Ee 
— 2 
* — —_— 
- — r ww \ 
— % 


and make the beſt men.—Social life and civil power never 


out of their extravagant diſguſt, and diſcover to the world, 


16 A 8E K MO N preached before 
hence *, and, if it does, that it is under no obligation? 
N key, private happineſs nor public good can be ſe curdly 
eſtabliſhed but when built upon the rock of religion: and 


therefore they will ever be the trueſt friends to their Coun- 
try whoſe principles and precepts form the beſt manners 


did, nor ever will, ſubſiſt without religion of ſome fort, 
nor will religion itſelf without an order of men to teach and 
to defend it: and whatever they,” who are ill affected to 
Chriſtianity and its advocates, may think, there would, 
upon our apoſtatizing either to Judaiſm or Gentiliſm, be 
no ſaving to the ſtate, the expences attending the prieſt- 
hood of both far exceeding all that magnified, and miſte- 
preſented, proviſion which is made for the miniſtry of our 
Church . So that from hence ariſes a powerful argument, 
with reſpect even to infidels; who ſhould reaſon themſelves 


by an unexceptionable proof, that liberality, of which they 
loudly 


* THE preateſt ſervice that the moſt zealous Patriot can do his Coun- 
try is to promote the Faith, and thereby encourage the Practice of the 
truly divine Virtues rocommunelgt by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Welt on 
the ReſurreCtion, Introduct. p. 16. fourth edit. 

+ SINK the order of the preſent Clergy to ſave charges to the public, 
and pay the ſame or double to maintain as many for Epicurus, or Jupiter, 
or Baal. Phileleuth. Lipſ. rem. 40. 

In truth, ſays a ſenſible writer upon the ſubject of tithes, this pay- 
ment is neither an Expence to the public, nor any burthen to private 
perſons ;—nothing is loſt or ſunk to the common Intereſts—private perſons 
have no reaſon to complain, becauſe they pay no more than what did 
never belong to them, 
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foudly boaſt. Indeed ſuch is the ſituation and ſo very 
moving the circumſtances of thoſe who now aſk relief, that, 
whatever mens ſentiments a1 'e; they can hardly avoid feel. 
ing for ſo very pitiable fellow- creatures: but, if CrR1s- 
TANs, be their perſuaſion what it will, the great prin- 
ciple of love muſt touch the heart, and, if the eye be ſingle, 
will not be reſtrained from expanding itſelf in that moſt 
delightful employment of freding the hungry and cloath- 
* mg the naked. Z 


A REMARKABLE : inſtance of generous affection in this 
way is diſcovered by that people, who, whilſt to our ſorrow 
they reject Jesus as the Mgss1as, do, notwithſtanding, 
kindly, contribute, many of. them, to the aid of his poor 
diſciples. This we ſee in the encouragement given to the 
inſtitution for educating clergymens orphans *: an inſtitu- 
tion, which promiſes much good to ſociety as well as to 
themſelves, by bringing into it virtuous and induſtrious 
members. Such an Example therefore, added to other ob- 
vious motives, will, we preſume to hope, provoke “ many ” 
to render this undertaking more diffufively beneficial than it 
can be at Proves for want of ap 


Ir is evidently ks the view of charity, as charity 
ſtands connected with © knowledge and judgment 4 ;” be- 


D. incom- 


* SEVERAL of the principal Jews contribute to the Clergy Society's 
Orphan Schools, 
| +: Philip, 1 1. 9. 


cauſe without it, former ſchemes, however laudable, were 
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incomplete. For though the aged had relief, and the 
young aſſiſtance, yet this aſſiſtance was not always ſo uſe 
ful as might be wiſhed. . There was often an incapacity 
to receive it for want of previous inſtruction, and a ne- 
ceſſity of forcing many into the world, without this, un- 
provided with an antidote to its poiſons. But now, hy an 
early care, in reſpect to both religious principles and na- 
tural powers, they are happily trained up in the way they 
ſhould go; and are put into the moſt hopeful progreſs for 
being ſerviceable as © children of this generation,” and © wiſe 
< as children of light *.” Whatever arguments therefore 
Have been advanced in behalf of other Schemes of cha- 
ritable Education, come with full force in aid of “this; 
and objections, which may with ſome e be urge 
againſt them, can here have no place. 


G 
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Tus is there at laſt, * an enlargement of that firſt plan 
which has been happy in the patronage of the great and good, 
proviſion made not only for the widow and children of ma- 
turer age; but for thoſe little ones alſo, who might other- 
wiſe periſh for lack of knowledge, and, for want of a friendly 
hand to lead them into life, be forſaken and undone. The 
opportunity then of doing good being * greater,” and con- 
ſequently the inducement © ſtronger,” there is more reaſon 
than ever why we ſhould * judge the fatherleſs and plead | 
5 for the widow +,” why we ſhould. © viſit them in their 
& afflictions ,“ and make our viſitation of laſting comfort 
to the one, and of eternal advantage to the other. 
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Luke xvi, 8. + IIZ. v. 17% 1 James i. 5. 


A men have abundant motives to this, but of all other 
men the Clergy and their Deſcendants far the moſt, who 
by a peculiar bond of affinity are eſpecially obliged to give 
ſuccour to an undertaking fo amiable in every view; in its 
nature moſt excellent; in its objects moſt diſtinguiſhed ; in 
its ends moſt beneficial. Their zeal, when proportioned to 
their ability, as in many inſtances throughout all ranks it 
is, cannot but have a tendency to engage more friends in 
its ſupport; and we muſt with gratitude confeſs that the 
Laity have in every part of this work of love given proof 
of their Affection. May ſuch Examples operate with that 
charm which belongs to them upon the minds of others, and 
ſo add to the number of benefactors, that diſtribution may 
be made to -* all as every one hath need!” The primitive 

chriſtians, we ſee, carried this matter beyond what is now 
| aſked or expected: for no man is called upon to divide his 
property at large, or to fell his poſſeſſions and goods; but 
only, as they have © freely received, freely to give *” ſome 
ſmall portion of what each enjoys; thus becoming, like 

| Joſes, Sons 4 Conſolation 1 

Lr every one then, with ſufficient earneſtneſs, appeal 
to affection, to reaſon, to religion, to the command of God, 
and to the Goſpel of Chriſt. Theſe will all, in the moſt 
harmonious manner, conſpire to animate your good diſpo- 
ſition, and preſs upon you a chearful compliance. The 


pleaſure reſulting from ſuch conduct i is better felt than de- 
| ſcribed: 


Melt. X. 8. Ads iv. 36. 
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Net ibed: and that, which is above pleaſure,” the bleſſednes 
1 of it, will Denar be experienced in an eternal ſtate. 


* 


Men indeed there muſt be of inward delight ariſing 
rom a thought of having © delivered the poor that cried 
*: Band the fatherleſs, and him that had none to help him,” 
© 484 5 olf cheriſhing them who were © ready to periſh, and cauſing 
WA « the widow's heart to ſing for joy *.” But what is this 
in compariſon with the unſpeakably glorious recompence, 
which is to be conferred at the reſurrection of the juſt + 
when they, who have given © a cup of cold water only to 
*«« adiſciple of Chriſt, ſhall in no wiſe loſe their reward ; 
when they, who, guided by His counſel and inſpired by His 
example, have done good to thoſe whom He recommends, 
| ſhall be convinced that they have * done it unto Him; 
and when all, who have glorified his Father by bringing 
forth much fruit, ſhall themſelves be glorified in return; 
Hall be advanced from the church militant on earth to the 
: church triumphant in heaven, there to offer up ſeraphic 
ſongs of praiſe to HIM wHo. $ITTPTH. UPON THE 
« THRONE AND TO THE Dann FOR EVER AND 
„ BVER: ||. e 5 


KY 


* Job xxix. 125 13. ＋ Luke xiv. I4. : T Matt. X, 43 
|} Rev. v. 13. 
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